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— The deaths are announced of two renowned physiologists, 
viz: Professor von Vierordt, of Tubingen, and Professor von 
Wittich, of Konigsberg. 

— Dr. Thomas Wright, F.R.S., of Cheltenham, in whom 
geology and palaeontology lose a distinguished student, died in 
December last. 

— Professor D. S. Jordan has been appointed president of the 
University of Indiana, at Bloomington. 

— Erratum: on p. 109, line 15, for bogs read bays. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences, May 29. — Mr. 
Ford announced the discovery of Pholas iruncata in peat near 
Sea Isle city. Mr. Redfield said that he had found this species 
thirty years ago, closely packed in salt-water turf, near Rye, Long 
Island sound, and he believed the species might be found in sim- 
ilar locations all along the coast. 

June 12. — Professor H. C. Lewis gave the results of his exam- 
ination of dust from Krakatoa, taken from the rigging of the bark 
William H. Besse. By far the greater part is powdered glass, but 
crystals of transparent plagioclase, and irregular fragments of 
pyroxenic materials, probably augite and hypersthene, as well as 
grains of magnetite, occur. The dust does not at all resemble 
that described by Mr. Wharton, and collected in Philadelphia. 
The same speaker described a curious round, rock-like exposure 
of basalt at Blue Rock, Chester county, Pa. 

June 19. — Professor Heilprin spoke of the great difference be- 
tween the Foraminifera of the rotten limestone of Northeastern 
Mississippi and that of the ooze of the Gulf of Mexico. He also 
showed an example of Calymene niagarensis, taken from the 
Eocene above Vicksburg, but evidently washed down from the 
Silurian. Dr. McCook called attention to certain globular nodules 
of earth which were the cocoons of a tube-weaving spider of the 
genus Micaria. Spider cocoons, covered with scraped bark, old 
wood, etc., had been found before, but this was the first occasion 
in which a covering of mud had been found. The specimens 
were gathered upon fallen boards by Mr. F. M. Webster, assist- 
ant State entomologist of Illinois. 

July 10. — Professor Heilprin showed the tail-piece of a trilo- 
bite found at the Delaware Water Gap. He proposed to name 
the species Phacops broadheadii. It is near P. nasittus. Its hori- 
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zon is the Stormville shales of the Lower Helderberg. Miss G. 
Lewis described a schizomycete found in a sulphur spring at 
Clifton Springs, N. Y. Mr. Meehan stated his belief that 
the fasciation of a branch was a premature attempt to form 
flowers. 

July 17. — Professor Heilprin reported the discovery, in the 
Stormville shales, at the Delaware Water Gap, of the tooth of a 
Cestracion. Mr. Meehan exhibited specimens of the Western an- 
nual sunflower [Helianthns lenticularis), and spoke of the proba- 
bility that it was the parent of the garden sunflower. A paper on 
the geology of Delaware was presented for publication by Pro- 
fessor F. D. Chester. 

American Society for Psychical Research, Dec. 18. — To 
this meeting were invited all those who had accepted the invita- 
tion to join a psychical society, sent out by the committee of or- 
ganization appointed by the meeting held in Boston, Sept. 23d. 
This committee consisted of G. Stanley Hall, E. C. Pickering, H. 
P. Bowditch, C. S. Minot, William Watson, S. H. Scudder, Wil- 
liam James, Alpheus Hyatt, and N. D. C. Hodges. The meeting 
was called to order by Professor E. C. Pickering. Mr. S. H. Scud- 
der was chosen chairman pro tcm., and Mr. N. D. C. Hodges sec- 
retary pro tern. Mr. Scudder told the history of the movement 
which had resulted in the formation of the society, giving in some 
detail an account of the work done by the committee, which had 
had full charge of the work of organization. The first business 
was the election of fifteen members of the council of twenty-one, 
which will have charge of the conduct of the society. G. Stan- 
ley Hall, George S. Fullerton, William James and E. C. Pickering, 
were elected for three years ; Simon Newcourt, C. S. Minot, H. P. 
Bowditch and N. D. C. Hodges, for two years ; and George F. 
Barker, S. H. Scudder, Rev. C. C. Everett, Moorfield Storey, Esq., 
John Trowbridge, William Watson and Alpheus Hyatt, for one 
year. The constitution provides that seven shall be elected each 
year, to hold office for three years. 

The committee on work made an informal report, and has since 
issued a circular calling for volunteers to go on the investigation 
committees, and for information in regard to furnishing subjects for 
investigation. The society then adjourned to meet January 8th. 

Biological Society of Washington, Dec. 13. — The fol- 
lowing communications were made : Mr. Leonhard Stejneger on 
an exhibition of specimens illustrating the shedding of the bill 
in auks ; Mr. George Vasey on the grasses of the arid plains ; Mr. 
Charles D. Walcott, on the oldest known fauna on the American 
continent; Professor Lester F. Ward on the occurrence of the 
seventeen-year locust in Virginia in October, 1884. Additions to 
the Flora of Washington, made during 1884. 



224 Proceedings of Scientific Societies. [Feb., 1885. 

Dec. 27. — Mr. Frederick W. True on a new porpoise, Phoccena 
dalli, from Alaska ; Mr. John A. Ryder on the development of 
the rays of fishes; Mr. John Murdoch on a collection of marine 
invertebrates obtained by Lieut. A. W. Greely, U. S. A. ; Mr. G. 
Brown Goode on natural history at the New Orleans exhibition. 

New York Academy of Sciences, Nov. 24. — The following 
paper was announced for the meeting : The glacial and pre-glacial 
drifts of Staten Island and New Jersey, by Dr. N. L. Britton ; 
Mr. George F. Kunz exhibited and made brief remarks upon 
some gems and gem-minerals. 

Dec. 15. — The food-plants and fiber-plants of the North 
American Indians (illustrated), by Professor J. S. Newberry. 

American Geographical Society, Dec. 12. — Lieutenant Fred- 
erick Schwatka, U. S. Army, delivered a lecture, entitled Alaska, 
and exploration along the Yukon river. An account of the 
longest raft-journey in the world, illustrated with stereopticon 
views. 

Appalachian Mountain Club, Boston, Dec. 9. — Lieutenant 
Frederick Schwatka, U. S. A., read a paper on Alaska and the 
British Northwestern Territory. 

Dec. 18. — After the routine business of the evening, those 
present were given the opportunity to enjoy an hour of social 
intercourse. A series of lantern views representing mountain 
scenery on the Pacific slope, presented to the club by Mrs. E. A. 
Lane, was also exhibited. Photographs now in the possession of 
the club were on exhibition, and members were invited to bring 
any photographs they may have of mountain scenery. 

Boston Society of Natural History, •Dec. 17. — Dr. G. L. 
Goodale spoke of the continuity of protoplasm in certain vege- 
table tissues. 



